
GGrraassss  ““KKeeeeppiinngg  IItt  GGrreeeenn  IInn  
SSpprriinngg””

While Wickenburg Landscape is not perfect at grass care 
we understand some of the basics and just like in a lot of 
things in life timing is EVERYTHING.  Overseeding our 

summer lawns with a cool 
season grass like rye grass is a 
common practice every year 
around October.  For many 
decades a common practice 
was to turn off the water to the 
grass for 1-2 weeks prior to 
over seeding and when the 
grass stops growing come in 
scalp and de-thatch the lawn, 
then overseed with grass seed 
and enjoy the winter green. 
 Then spring comes around 

and the summer lawn struggles to green up.  More water 
and fertilizer are added and around June the grass is 
looking good, but why the 
long transition period?  It all 
starts in August of the prior 
year.  Our summer grass 
commonly Bermuda has a 
root system that includes 
rhizomes, white fat looking 
roots, that store energy for 
the plant.  When the plant is 
stressed from scalping or de-
thatching it uses up this 

stored energy to green back up.  If we stress the plant out 
by depriving it of water and then scalp it to the ground 
and then beat it up by de-thatching it there is not much 
energy left to 
store over the 
winter to green 
up quickly.  The 
simplest answer 
is to de-thatch 
in August so 
that the grass 
has time to 
recover and 
store up energy 
before we scalp 
down the grass.  
Then we wait until the temperature gets between 90-95 
degrees.  Turn off the water for 3 days, let the grass dry 
out, scalp down the lawn, and reseed.  If all has gone well 
you should have grass up within a week to 10 days and be 
mowing grass within 2-3 weeks.  As the warm weather 
hits in the spring the Bermuda grass under the winter rye 

grass greens up much quicker 
and the transition to summer is 
achieved in one week.  So if you 
have a lawn enjoy it, while 
some still wonder if we have lost 
our minds for trying to grow 
green grass in the desert.  

The simplest answer
is to de-thatch 

in August so that 
the grass has time 

to recover and 
store up energy

WWiicckkeennbbuurrgg  LLaannddssccaappee  &&  IIrrrriiggaattiioonn,,  IInncc..



IIss  ttoooo  mmuucchh  eexxppeerriieennccee  aa  bbaadd  
tthhiinngg??

With over 170 years of combined landscape 
and maintenance experience on our crews, 
Wickenburg Landscape and Irrigation is 
building a solid, knowledgeable foundation 
in which to serve its clients challenging 

needs.  Since one of our company goals is to employ the 
most knowledgeable staff in our region we are 

very excited to welcome Don Fisher to our 
staff.  With over 35 years of landscape 
experience, specifically in the gardening 
area, we believe his knowledge of plants, 
their needs and his dedication to detail will 
ensure that your yard will continue to look 
the best it can.  

Why would a contractor not be licensed?  One of 
the reasons stem from the fact that homeowners 
rarely, if ever, check to see if a 
company holds a license for the 
type of work that they are 
attempting to do.  The other major 
reason is that they do not have 
insurance or a bond to do the work 
they are attempting to perform. 
 This is a red flag because if they 
don’t carry business insurance they may not be 
carrying insurance for their workers.  In this case 
if there is a problem or an accident then the 

homeowner is held liable.  The added benefit to 
using a licensed contractor is that if the project is 

done wrong or not finished then the 
Registrar of Contractors will pay 
another company to come in and finish 
the project correctly. In today’s economy 
it is more important than ever to choose 
a company that is licensed to insure that 
your hard earned money is spent wisely, 
and with a company that will be in 

business down the road.  This will give you peace 
of mind when handling any warranty issues or 
future repairs.

WWhhyy  HHiirree  AA  LLiicceennsseedd  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr??

TTiippss  ffoorr  OOvveerrsseeeeddiinngg

  You are now ready to seed.

""NNaattiioonnaall  AAwwaarrdd  WWiinnnniinngg  LLaannddssccaappeess""
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